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Welcome & Announcements 
 
There will be a New Member’s class this afternoon at 2pm for those who 
would like to learn more about what Covenant Church believes. 
 
The annual Christmas women’s gathering this year will be Monday, 
December 4th from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. Please bring a finger food to share 
and if you would like, something to add to our silent auction. Money raised 
will be donated to the Mission to North America ESL Curriculum Project. 
We will meet in the church sanctuary this year! There will be food, singing, 
a devotion and a wonderful time of fellowship. This is a great opportunity 
to invite or bring a friend to this festive event!  
  
♱  Call to Worship           Romans 11:33–36 
 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! For who 
has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counselor? Or who 
has given a gift to Him that he might be repaid? For from Him and through 
Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen. 
                           
♱  Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 



♱ Hymn of Praise                                                   #220 
“Give Praise to God" 

 
Confession of Sin          Adapted from Romans 3:10–18 

and Romans 8:1–2 
 
We confess that none is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one 
seeks for God. All have turned aside; together we have become worthless; 
no one does good, not even one. Our throats are open graves; we use our 
tongues to deceive. The venom of asps is under our lips. Our mouths are 
full of curses and bitterness. Our feet are swift to shed blood; in our paths 
are ruin and misery, and the way of peace we have not known.  
 
There is no fear of God before our eyes. But we know that there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, for the law of the Spirit of 
life has set us free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon            Romans 8:37–39 
 
In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.                  
 
♱  Hymn of Assurance                                                 #436 (TH #468) 

“My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” 
 

♱  Confession of Faith            Westminster Larger Catechism #195 
 
Q. 195. What do we pray for in the sixth petition [of the Lord’s Prayer]? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A. In the sixth petition (which is, And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil), acknowledging that the most wise, righteous, and 
gracious God, for divers holy and just ends, may so order things, that we 
may be assaulted, foiled, and for a time led captive by temptations; that 
Satan, the world, and the flesh, are ready powerfully to draw us aside, and 
ensnare us; and that we, even after the pardon of our sins,  
 
by reason of our corruption, weakness, and want of watchfulness, are not 
only subject to be tempted, and forward to expose ourselves unto 
temptations, but also of ourselves unable and unwilling to resist them, to 
recover out of them, and to improve them; and worthy to be left under the 
power of them; we pray, that God would so overrule the world and all in it, 
subdue the flesh, and restrain Satan, order all things,  
 
bestow and bless all means of grace, and quicken us to watchfulness in the 
use of them, that we and all His people may by His providence be kept from 
being tempted to sin; or, if tempted, that by His Spirit we may be 
powerfully supported and enabled to stand in the hour of temptation; or 
when fallen, raised again and recovered out of it, and have a sanctified use 
and improvement thereof:  
 
that our sanctification and salvation may be perfected, Satan trodden under 
our feet, and we fully freed from sin, temptation, and all evil, forever. 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading                  Ecclesiastes 10:1-11 

Pew Bible page number 558  
 
Dead flies make the perfumer’s ointment give off a stench; so a little folly 
outweighs wisdom and honor. A wise man’s heart inclines him to the right, 
but a fool’s heart to the left. Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks 
sense, and he says to everyone that he is a fool. If the anger of the ruler rises 
against you, do not leave your place, for calmness will lay great offenses to 
rest. There is an evil that I have seen under the sun, as it were an error 
proceeding from the ruler: folly is set in many high places, and the rich sit 
in a low place. I have seen slaves on horses, and princes walking on the 
ground like slaves. He who digs a pit will fall into it, and a serpent will bite 
him who breaks through a wall. He who quarries stones is hurt by them, 
and he who splits logs is endangered by them. If the iron is blunt, and one 



does not sharpen the edge, he must use more strength, but wisdom helps 
one to succeed. If the serpent bites before it is charmed, there is no 
advantage to the charmer. 
 
Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Jay Bruce 

“Don’t Judge a Life by Worldly Consequences” 
 
Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱  Doxology                         #567 (TH #731) 

“Doxology” 
 
♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
♱ Hymn of Preparation             #200 (TH #421) 

        “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 
                  

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
♱ Closing Hymn                 #170 (TH #141) 

“God, in the Gospel of His Son” 
 

♱ Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
November 19, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

Ecclesiastes 10:1-11 
“Don’t Judge a Life by Worldly Consequences” 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 

 
I. The Requirement of Wisdom (v. 1) 
 
 
II. The Results of Wisdom and Folly (vv. 2–4) 
 
 
III. The Reality of Life (vv. 5–11) 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












