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CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
THE LORD’S DAY 

November 12, 2023 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Ladies, mark your calendars for Sarah Chewning’s Bridal shower on 
November 18th 10:00-11:30am at Kathi Stayman’s home. Sarah is registered 
at Amazon.  
 
There will be a New Member’s class at the church next Sunday at 2pm for 
those who would like to learn more about what Covenant Church believes. 
 
Mark your calendars for an evangelism training opportunity on Saturday, 
January 13th. More information to come. 
 
Reception of New Members 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
  
♱ Call to Worship                     Psalm 99:1-3  
 

The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the 
cherubim; let the earth quake! 2 The Lord is great in Zion; He is exalted 
over all the peoples. 3 Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy 
is He! 
 
♱ Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 



♱ Hymn of Praise                                                  #226 
“O the Deep, Unbounded Riches" 

(2x) 
Confession of Sin  
 
Most holy and merciful Father, we confess to you and to one another, that 
we have sinned against you by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and 
strength. We have not fully loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not 
always had in us the mind of Christ. You alone know how often we have 
grieved you by wasting your gifts, by wandering from your ways.  
 
Forgive us, we pray you, most merciful Father; and free us from our sin. 
Renew in us the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon               Psalm 32:5 
  
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will 
confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my 
sin. Selah 
 
♱ Hymn of Assurance                                                  #341 (TH #254) 

“Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” 
 
♱ Confession of Faith         Westminster Larger Catechism Q&A 20-21 
 
Q. 20. What was the providence of God toward man in the estate 
in which he was created? 
 
A. The providence of God toward man in the estate in which he was created, 
was the placing him in paradise, appointing him to dress it, giving him 
liberty to eat of the fruit of the earth; putting the creatures under his 
dominion, and ordaining marriage for his help; affording him communion 
with himself; instituting the Sabbath;  
 
 



entering into a covenant of life with him, upon condition of personal, 
perfect, and perpetual obedience, of which the tree of life was a pledge; and 
forbidding to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon the 
pain of death. 
 
Q. 21. Did man continue in that estate wherein God at first 
created him? 
 
A. Our first parents being left to the freedom of their own will, through the 
temptation of Satan, transgressed the commandment of God in eating the 
forbidden fruit; and thereby fell from the estate of innocence wherein they 
were created. 
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading              Ecclesiastes 8:10-9:3 

Pew Bible page number 557 
 
10 Then I saw the wicked buried. They used to go in and out of the holy place 
and were praised in the city where they had done such things. This also is 
vanity. 11 Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed speedily, 
the heart of the children of man is fully set to do evil. 12 Though a sinner 
does evil a hundred times and prolongs his life, yet I know that it will be 
well with those who fear God, because they fear before Him. 13 But it 
will not be well with the wicked, neither will he prolong his days like a 
shadow, because he does not fear before God. 14 There is a vanity that takes 
place on earth, that there are righteous people to whom it happens 
according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people to whom 
it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I said that this also is 
vanity. 15 And I commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but 
to eat and drink and be joyful, for this will go with him in his toil through 
the days of his life that God has given him under the sun. 16 When I applied 
my heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done on earth, 
how neither day nor night do one's eyes see sleep, 17 then I saw all the work 
of God, that man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun. 
However much man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out. Even though 
a wise man claims to know, he cannot find it out. But all this I laid to heart, 
examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their deeds are in the 
hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are before 
him. 2 It is the same for all, since the same event happens to the righteous 



and the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to 
him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is 
the sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3 This is an evil in 
all that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, the 
hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts 
while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 
 
Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Paul Sagan 

“God’s Providence Rules Over All” 
 
Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱ Doxology                         #571 (TH #735) 

“Gloria Patri” 
 
♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
♱ Hymn of Response               #246 (TH #95) 

        “Though Troubles Assail Us”                       
 
♱ Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
November 12, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

Ecclesiastes 8:10-9:3 
“God’s Providence Rules Over All” 

Introduction 
 
 
 

I. The Wicked Will Die (v. 10, 13) 
 
 
 

II. Injustice Leads to More Wickedness (v. 11, 14) 
 
 
 

III. Joy is the Answer (v. 15-17)  
 
 
 

IV. Providence Overrules All (9:1-3) 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












