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CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
THE LORD’S DAY 

October 1, 2023 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Please join us tonight for our evening service at 5:00 pm as we ordain and 
install our newly elected Ruling Elders, Phil Schenewerk and Nathan Jarvis. 
There will be light snacks after the service for a time of fellowship together. 
 
There will be an organizational meeting of the women in the church on 
October 7th at 8:30 am. The purpose of the meeting is to brainstorm needs 
of the church and make a plan of action to meet those needs by the gifts of 
the women in the church. Coffee and donuts will be served. 
 
There will be a craft day next Saturday morning, Oct 7, 10:00 am to 1:00 
pm. Crafts for children of all ages as well as a potluck lunch. Please text or 
call Liesl Jarvis at 479-601-4400 for details.  
 
There will be a Couples Come & Go Wedding Shower for Nathan Taylor & 
Bethany Miller at the home of John & Marianna Smoot on Oct 20 from 6 to 
8pm. 
 
The annual Wilkie Peterson Hayride will take place on October 28th. 
 
Please join us for our fifth Sunday fellowship meal on October 29th.  
 
Kelvin Crombie will be giving a weekend seminar on God’s Sovereignty in 
History and Geography on November 3 - November 5 at Covenant Church.  
The proposed schedule can be found in the bulletin. 
 
 
 



The Session of Covenant Church is pleased to announce that Liam Carr is 
being presented to Hills and Plains Presbytery as a candidate for the Gospel 
ministry on October 10th. Liam and Mary B are considering a call to World 
Missions in Taiwan. The session is presently considering an intern position 
and financial support for Liam to finish his online degree with Reformed 
Theological Seminary. Please be in prayer for the Session, Liam and Mary 
B, and the Carr baby as they prepare for this call to Taiwan.  
 
♱  Call to Worship                     Psalm 47:5-8  
 

5 God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 6 Sing 
praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 7 For 
God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm! 8 God reigns over 
the nations; God sits on His holy throne. 
                           
♱  Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
♱ Hymn of Praise                                         #239 (TH #76) 

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven" 
 
Prayer of Confession of Sin  
 
Merciful God, You pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly 
confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure 
heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not done 
justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. Have mercy 
on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, cleanse us 
from our sin. 
 
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not 
cast us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us 
the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 



Assurance of Pardon         Romans 8:1-2 
  
 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  
2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law 
of sin and death. 
 
♱  Hymn of Assurance                                                 #298 (TH #197) 

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
 
♱  Confession of Faith                      The Apostle’s Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; and in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, died, 
and was buried; He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
  
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading                   Ecclesiastes 4:4-16 

Pew Bible page number 555 
 

4 Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a man's envy of his 
neighbor. This also is vanity and a striving after wind. 5 The fool folds his 
hands and eats his own flesh. 6 Better is a handful of quietness than two 
hands full of toil and a striving after wind. 7 Again, I saw vanity under the 
sun: 8 one person who has no other, either son or brother, yet there is no 
end to all his toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so that he 
never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself of pleasure?” This 
also is vanity and an unhappy business. 9 Two are better than one, because 
they have a good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up his 
fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift 
him up! 11 Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep 
warm alone? 12 And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, 



two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 13 Better 
was a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king who no longer knew 
how to take advice. 14 For he went from prison to the throne, though in his 
own kingdom he had been born poor. 15 I saw all the living who move about 
under the sun, along with that youth who was to stand in the king's 
place. 16 There was no end of all the people, all of whom he led. Yet those 
who come later will not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and a 
striving after wind. 
 
Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Paul Sagan 

“The Vanity of Selfish Toil” 
 

Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱  Doxology                         #567 (TH #731) 

“Doxology” 
 

♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
♱ Hymn of Preparation             #338 (TH #252) 

        “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”       
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
♱Closing Hymn               #535 (TH #584) 

“Go, Labor On”                 
 

♱  Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
October 1, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:4-16 
“The Vanity of Selfish Toil” 

 
 

Introduction 
 
 
 

I. Envy as a Motivator (v. 4-6) 
 
 
 
II. The Evil of Going It Alone (v. 7-8) 
 
 
 
III. The Extra Advantage of Companionship (v. 9-12) 
 
 
 
IV. An Example of a Successful King (v. 13-16) 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












