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September 3, 2023 
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Welcome & Announcements 
 
Women’s weekly Bible study will have their first meeting on Thursday, 
September 7th at 9:30am. They will be studying “Westminster Confession 
Study Guide” by Joseph Pipa. Contact Judy Smith for more details. 
Childcare will be provided. 
 
There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, September 24th 
convening at 10:30 AM concluding at the end of worship, for the purpose of 
electing new ruling elders. Phil Schenewerk and Nathan Jarvis have been 
approved by the session to stand for the office of ruling elder. 
 
We as a church will pack shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child this 
coming November. In preparation for this event, please see the information 
in the back of the sanctuary for ideas on items to include.  
Contact Jan House for more information.  
 
♱  Call to Worship                     Malachi 1:11  
 

11 For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among 
the nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and a 
pure offering. For my name will be great among the nations, says 
the Lord of hosts. 
  
♱  Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 



♱ Hymn of Praise                                           #222 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past" 

 
Confession of Sin  
 
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our 
shortcomings, and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we 
have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in 
forgetting your love. Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and 
sorry for all we have done to displease you. Forgive our sins, and help us to 
live in your light, and walk in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon             Romans 6:22-23 
  
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 
♱  Hymn of Assurance                                                 #455 (TH #497) 

“I Need Thee, Precious Jesus” 
 
♱  Confession of Faith                           The Apostle’s Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; And in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, died, 
and was buried; He descended into hell; On the third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty; From there He will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the communion of 
saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life 
everlasting. AMEN. 
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Pastoral Prayer 



Scripture Reading                  Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 
Pew Bible page number 553 

 
12 I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And I applied 
my heart to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. 
It is an unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to be 
busy with. 14 I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, 
all is vanity and a striving after wind.  15 What is crooked cannot be made 
straight, and what is lacking cannot be counted. 16 I said in my heart, “I 
have acquired great wisdom, surpassing all who were over Jerusalem before 
me, and my heart has had great experience of wisdom and knowledge.” 
17 And I applied my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I 
perceived that this also is but a striving after wind. 18 For in much wisdom 
is much vexation, and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow. 
 
Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Paul Sagan 

“The Vanity of A Fallen World” 
 
Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱  Doxology                         #572 (TH #735) 

“Gloria Patri” 
 
♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
♱ Hymn of Preparation            #274 (TH #306) 

“Jesus, My Great High Priest” 
 

The Sacrament of Lord’s Supper 
 
♱ Closing Hymn                    #433 (TH #460) 

        “Amazing Grace!”                       
 
♱  Benediction 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
September 3, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 
“The Vanity of A Fallen World” 

 
 
Introduction 
 
 

I. An Unhappy Business (v. 14-15) 
 
 

II. The Greatness of Solomon’s Wisdom (v. 16) 
 
 

III. The Study of Madness and Folly (v. 17) 
 
 

IV. The Result of Wisdom (v. 18)  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












