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Welcome & Announcements 
 
Please join us next Sunday morning at 9 a.m. for our study of J. Gresham 
Machen’s “Christianity and Liberalism.” Next week, Phil Schenewerk will 
lead us through Chapter Seven: “The Church.” 
We have PDF chapters of the book available for free download on the 
church website.  
 
Women’s weekly Bible study beginning Thursday, September 7th at 9:30am. 
They will be studying “Westminster Confession Study Guide” by Joseph 
Pipa. Books are available in late August.  
Contact Judy Smith for more details. 
Childcare will be provided. 
 
There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, September 24th 
convening at 10:30 AM concluding at the end of worship, for the purpose of 
electing new ruling elders. Phil Schenewerk and Nathan Jarvis have been 
approved by the session to stand for the office of ruling elder.  
 
We as a church will pack shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child this 
coming November. In preparation for this event, please see the information 
in the back of the sanctuary for ideas on items to include.  
Contact Jan House for more information. 
  
♱  Call to Worship                     Psalm 66:1-4 
 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 2 sing the glory of His name; give to Him 
glorious praise! 3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is 
your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 4 All the earth worships 
you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your name.” Selah   



♱  Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
♱ Hymn of Praise                                           #216 (TH#53) 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" 
 
Confession of Sin  
 
Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly 
confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure 
heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not done 
justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. Have mercy 
on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, cleanse us 
from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us.  
 
Do not cast us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful 
Spirit. We pray in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon       Proverbs 28:13 
  
13 Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who 
confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy. 
 
♱  Hymn of Assurance                                                 #454 (TH #512) 

“I Lay My Sins on Jesus” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



♱  Confession of Faith                   Heidelberg Catechism, Q27 & 28 
 
Q. 27. What dost thou mean by the providence of God?  
A. The Almighty and everywhere present power of God; whereby, as it were 
by His hand, He upholds and governs heaven, earth, and all creatures; so 
that herbs and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and 
drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, yea, and all things come, not 
by chance, but by His fatherly hand. 
 
Q. 28. What advantage is it to us to know that God has created, and by His 
providence does still uphold all things?  
A. That we may be patient in adversity; thankful in prosperity; and that in 
all things, which may hereafter befall us, we place our firm trust in our 
faithful God and Father, that nothing shall separate us from His love; since 
all creatures are so in His hand, that without His will they cannot so much 
as move.  
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading                     Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 

Pew Bible page number 553 
 
The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 
2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
3 What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun? 4 A 
generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever. 
5 The sun rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it 
rises. 6 The wind blows to the south and goes around to the north; around 
and around goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind returns. 7 All streams 
run to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the place where the streams flow, 
there they flow again. 8 All things are full of weariness; a man cannot utter 
it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 
9 What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be 
done, and there is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there a thing of which it 
is said, “See, this is new”? It has been already in the ages before us. 11 There 
is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be any remembrance 
of later things yet to be among those who come after. 
 
Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Paul Sagan 

“The Vanity of Life Without Christ” 



Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱  Doxology                         #567 (TH #731) 

“Doxology” 
 
♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
♱ Closing Hymn               #471 (TH #546) 

        “The Sands of Time Are Sinking”                       
 
♱  Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
August 27, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 
“The Vanity of Life Without Christ” 

 
 
 
Introduction (v. 1) 
 
 
 

I. All is Vanity (v. 2) 
 
 
 

II. Under the Sun (v. 3) 
 
 
 

III. The Passing of Generations (v. 4) 
 
 
 

IV. The Futility of Fallen Nature (v. 5-7) 
 
 
 

V. Nothing New Under the Sun (v. 8-11) 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 












