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Welcome & Announcements 
 

1. As ministry partners with Loving Choices, we participate in their 
Baby Bottle fundraising campaign every year. Please pick up a bottle 
in the back of the sanctuary to fill with your loose change. The return 
date for the bottles is Father’s Day, June 18th.  
[Note: We can have an additional week to return the bottles in case 
anyone needs more time because we started later than normal.] 

 
2. We will be hosting our VBS for grades Pre-K through 6th, in the 

mornings the week of July 17th. VBS Student and Volunteer sign-up 
and forms can be found in the back of the sanctuary. 
Please contact Kathryn Bruce if you have any questions.  

 
3. Please take a moment to read our Children in Worship cards in the 

seat-back pocket in front of you. Kids are most welcome at Covenant 
Church! 

 
4. Our Summer Sunday school class has started. Please join us next 

Sunday morning in the sanctuary at 9 a.m. for our study of J. 
Gresham Machen’s “Christianity and Liberalism.” Next week, Pete 
Golden will lead us as we study Chapter Two: Doctrine. The book is 
out of copyright, so we have PDF chapters available for free download 
on the church website.  
 

5. The Smoots, the Sagans and Jan House, would like to invite those 
interested to a slide show of history, art and sights of Rome and 
Florence Italy as well as Holy Land of Israel and Jordan. John and 
Marianna Smoot will be hosting it at their home on Tuesday night, 
June 20th at 6:30 pm. There will be appetizers and drinks provided.  



 
6. Please join us again tonight for our evening service at 5PM when we 

will receive our General Assembly Report. 
 
♱  Call to Worship                           Psalm 133  
 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!  2 It is like 
the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of 
Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! 3 It is like the dew of 
Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the Lord has 
commanded the blessing, life forevermore.  
  
♱  Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
♱ Hymn of Praise                                       # 239 (TH#76) 

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven" 
 
Confession of Sin  
 
O Father, we are gathered before you, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
whose chosen dwelling place is with the broken and contrite, to confess that 
we have sinned in thought and word and deed; we have not loved You with 
all our heart and soul, we have not loved You with all our mind and 
strength; we have not even loved our neighbor as ourselves. In your mercy, 
deepen our sorrow for the wrong we have done and for the good we have 
left undone, so that we may hate our sin with a holy hatred.  
 
But, please Father, do not leave us in sorrow. With You, O Lord, there is 
forgiveness. In your mercy, restore the joy of our salvation; so that we may 
love You with a holy love. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
 



Assurance of Pardon          Isaiah 53:4-6 
  
Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced for our 
transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.                       
 
♱  Hymn of Assurance                                                   #252 (TH #111) 

“This Is My Father’s World” 
 
♱  Confession of Faith                            Belgic Confession, Article 5 
 
We receive all these books and these only as holy and canonical, for the 
regulating, founding, and establishing of our faith. And we believe without 
a doubt all things contained in them—not so much because the church 
receives and approves them as such but above all because the Holy Spirit 
testifies in our hearts that they are from God, and also because they prove 
themselves to be from God. For even the blind themselves are able to see 
that the things predicted in them do happen.  
  
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading                        1 John 5:1-12 
 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 
and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of 
Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For 
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 
victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes 
the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
6 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water 
only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, 
because the Spirit is the truth.7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit 
and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If we receive the 
testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony 
of God that He has borne concerning His Son.10 Whoever believes in the 



Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has 
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has 
borne concerning His Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that God gave 
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.12 Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 
Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Paul Sagan 

“The Victory of Faith” 
 
Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱  Doxology                         #567 (TH #731) 

“Doxology” 
 
♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
♱ Hymn of Preparation              #273 (TH #146) 

        “Break Thou the Bread of Life”      
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper                  
 
♱ Closing Hymn                                      #48A 

        “Great Is the Lord Our God”      
 

♱  Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
June 18, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

1 John 5:1-12 
“The Victory of Faith” 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 
 

I. The Victory of Faith (v. 4-5) 
 
 
 
 

II. The Confirmation of Faith (v. 6-10) 
 
 
 
 

III. The Result of Faith (v. 11-12) 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 














