
 Covenant Church   
Presbyterian Church in America 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 
 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
THE LORD’S DAY 

May 14, 2023 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
All women in the church are invited to a bridal shower lunch 
for Esther Atkinson at the church on Thursday, May 25th at 12 noon. 
Esther and William are registered at Target and Amazon 
 
Women's Bible study meets monthly May through August for book 
discussion. The first meeting will be on May 25th at 9:30AM. The first book 
being discussed is "Seven Churches, Four Horsemen, One Lord" by James 
Montgomery Boice.  
For more information contact Judy Smith.  
  
♱  Call to Worship                 Psalm 72:18-19 
 

18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
19 Blessed be His glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with 
His glory! Amen and Amen! 
                           
♱  Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
♱ Hymn of Praise                                       #230 (TH #100) 

“Holy, Holy, Holy!" 
 
 



Confession of Sin  
 
Holy and righteous God, we confess that like Isaiah, we are a people of 
unclean lips. But it is not only unclean lips we possess. We are people with 
unclean hands and unclean hearts. We have broken Your law times without 
number, and are guilty of pride, unbelief, self-centeredness, and idolatry. 
Affect our hearts with the severity of our sin and the glory of Your 
righteousness as we now acknowledge our sins in Your holy presence.  
 
We have had other gods before You. We have taken Your name in vain. We 
have not kept Your Day holy. We have murdered in our hearts. We have 
committed adultery with our eyes. We have stolen what is not ours and 
coveted what belongs to others. We have lied to You and to others. God, we 
have sinned against Your mercy times without number. Our iniquities have 
gone over our heads. If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
could stand? How shall we answer You?  
 
We lay our hands on our mouths. We have no answer to your righteous 
wrath and just judgment, except for the one you have provided for us 
through the death of Christ. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon           1 John 1:8-9 
  
8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
♱  Hymn of Assurance                                                       #71 

“In You, Lord, I Take Refuge” 
(verses 1-2, 4, and 7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



♱  Confession of Faith         Westminster Confession of Faith  
Ch 16 sections 1,2,3 

 
Good works are only such as God hath commanded in His holy Word, and 
not such as, without the warrant thereof, are devised by men, out of blind 
zeal, or upon any pretense of good intention. 
These good works, done in obedience to God's commandments, are the 
fruits and evidences of a true and lively faith: and by them believers 
manifest their thankfulness,  strengthen their assurance, edify their 
brethren, adorn the profession of the gospel,  
 
stop the mouths of the adversaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship 
they are, created in Christ Jesus thereunto, that, having their fruit unto 
holiness, they may have the end, eternal life. 
Their ability to do good works is not at all of themselves, but wholly from 
the Spirit of Christ. And that they may be enabled thereunto, beside the 
graces they have already received, there is required an actual influence of 
the same Holy Spirit, to work in them to will,  
 
and to do, of His good pleasure: yet are they not hereupon to grow 
negligent, as if they were not bound to perform any duty unless upon a 
special motion of the Spirit; but they ought to be diligent in stirring up the 
grace of God that is in them.          
                                                                                                                                                                                   
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading                     1 John 3:19-24 
 
19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart 
before Him; 20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and He knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not 
condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we 
receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do what 
pleases Him. 23 And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name 
of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as He has commanded 
us. 24 Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in him. 
And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given 
us. 
 
 



Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Paul Sagan 
“Growing in Assurance” 

 
Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱  Doxology                         #567 (TH #732) 

“Doxology” 
 

♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
♱ Closing Hymn             #238 (TH #80) 

        “Lord, With Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee”                       
 
♱  Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
May 14, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

1 John 3:19-24 
“Growing in Assurance” 

 
Introduction 
 
 
 

1. Obedience Leads to Assurance (v. 19 see also vs. 16-18) 
 
 
 

2. God is Greater than Our Hearts (v. 20) 
 
 
 

3. No Condemnation Now I Dread (v. 21) 
 
 
 

4. A Clear Conscience Leads to Effective Prayer (v. 22) 
 
 
 

5. Keeping the Great Commandments (v. 23-24) 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
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Reginald Heber, 1783-1826 NICAEA  11.12.12.10.

John B. Dykes, 1861
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Doxology
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