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Welcome & Announcements 
 
Today is the last day to submit your Faith Promise commitment before the 
Missions Committee meets this afternoon. The current commitment is 
$52,313.00. 
 
Our deacons have scheduled a church workday for Saturday, April 
15th from 9am to 1:00pm. We are asking all who are able to participate to 
join us. There will be outdoor tasks and indoor tasks supervised by our 
deacons, and a pizza lunch will be provided for those who participate! If you 
have any questions, please contact either Darin Akerman or Ken Andersen. 
 
Please join Covenant Church for Maundy-Thursday as we celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper on April 6th at 6pm.  
  
♱  Call to Worship               Psalm 118:19-25 
 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and 
give thanks to the Lord. 20 This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall 
enter through it. 21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become 
my salvation. 22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. 23 This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is 
the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 25 Save us, 
we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success! 
                           
 
 
 
 



♱ Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                     Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
♱ Hymn of Praise                                  #297 

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!" 
 
Confession of Sin          Thomas Cranmer, 1552 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from Your 
ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of 
our own hearts. We have offended against Your holy laws. We have left 
undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. O Lord, 
have mercy upon us, miserable offenders.  
 
Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent; 
according to Your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O merciful Father, for His sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life; to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon         Romans 8:1-2  
 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  
2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law 
of sin and death.    
                  
♱  Hymn of Assurance                                                              #347 

“There Is a Green Hill Far Away” 
 
♱  Confession of Faith  Westminster Larger Catechism  Q and A #48-51 
 
Q. 48. How did Christ humble Himself in His life?  
 



 
A. Christ humbled Himself in His life, by subjecting Himself to the law, 
which He perfectly fulfilled; and by conflicting with the indignities of the 
world, temptations of Satan, and infirmities in His flesh, whether common 
to the nature of man, or particularly accompanying that His low condition.  
 
Q. 49. How did Christ humble Himself in His death?  
 
A. Christ humbled himself in His death, in that having been betrayed by 
Judas, forsaken by His disciples, scorned and rejected by the world, 
condemned by Pilate, and tormented by His persecutors; having also 
conflicted with the terrors of death, and the powers of darkness, felt and 
borne the weight of God's wrath, He laid down his life an offering for sin, 
enduring the painful, shameful, and cursed death of the cross. 
 
Q. 50. Wherein consisted Christ's humiliation after His death? 
 
A. Christ's humiliation after His death consisted in His being buried, and 
continuing in the state of the dead, and under the power of death till the 
third day; which hath been otherwise expressed in these words, He 
descended into hell. 
 
Q. 51. What was the estate of Christ's exaltation?  
 
A. The estate of Christ's exaltation never truly comprehendeth His 
resurrection, ascension, sitting at the right hand of the Father, and His 
coming again to judge the world.  
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading                  1 John 2:7-11 

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old 
commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is 
the word that you have heard. 8 At the same time, it is a new commandment 
that I am writing to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the 
darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. 9 Whoever 
says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 



10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is 
no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness 
and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because 
the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Paul Sagan 
“A New Commandment” 

 
Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱  Doxology                        #567 (TH #734) 

“Doxology” 
 
♱ Hymn of Preparation                         #113A 

        “Hallelujah! Raise, O Raise”                       
 
Sacrament of te Lord’s Supper  
 
♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
♱ Hymn of Response                  #325 

        “All Glory, Laud and Honor”                       
 
♱  Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
April 2, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

1 John 2:7-11 
“A New Commandment” 

 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 

1. An Old Commandment (v. 7) 
 
 
 

2. A New Commandment (v. 8) 
 
 
 

3. Evidence of a False Profession (v.9) 
 
 
 

4. Spiritual Darkness is Deadly (vv. 10-11) 
 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 














