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CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
THE LORD’S DAY 

February 12, 2023 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
There will be a new members class Sunday, Feb. 19 at 2pm 
 
Our 2023 missions conference will take place February 24-26 with Rev. 
Wilson Van Hooser serving as our keynote speaker. 
 
Weekly events in the church: 
 Women's Bible Study at the church every Thursday at 9:30 a.m. 
 
The Men’s weekly Tuesday Noon zoom Bible Study. Link sent out via email 
weekly. 
 
The Men’s weekly Breakfast and Larger Catechism Bible Study every 
Friday at 6 a.m. at the church. 
  
♱  Call to Worship                     Psalm 46:1-7  

 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore 
we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be 
moved into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam, though 
the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah 4 There is a river whose streams 
make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 5 God is in 
the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning 
dawns. 6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; He utters His voice, the 
earth melts. 7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
fortress. Selah 
          
 
 
 



♱  Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                        Unison 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
♱ Hymn of Praise                                                              #46C 

“God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength" 
 
Confession of Sin  
 
Merciful God, You pardon all who truly repent and turn to You. We humbly 
confess our sins and ask Your mercy. We have not loved You with a pure 
heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not done 
justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with You, our God. Have mercy 
on us, O God, in Your loving-kindness. In Your great compassion, cleanse 
us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us.  
Do not cast us from Your presence, or take Your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us the joy of Your salvation and sustain us with Your bountiful 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon               Psalm 103:8-12 
 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. 9 He will not always chide, nor will He keep His anger forever. 10 He 
does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His 
steadfast love toward those who fear Him; 12 as far as the east is from the 
west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us. 
                        
♱  Hymn of Assurance                                                 #164 (TH #382) 

“God Himself Is with Us” 
 
 

 



♱  Confession of Faith                    Heidelberg Catechism, Q1 and 2 
 
Q 1. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
A. That I am not my own, but belong, body and soul, in life and in death, to 
my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with His 
precious blood, and has delivered me from the tyranny of the devil. He also 
watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head 
without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work 
together for my salvation.  
Because I belong to Him, Christ, by His Holy Spirit, also assures me of 
eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to 
live for Him. 
 
Q 2. How many things must you know to live and die in the joy of this 
comfort?  
A. Three: first, how great my sin and misery are; second, how I am 
delivered from all my sins and misery; third, how I am to thank God for 
such deliverance. 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading                     Ezekiel 47:1-23 

1Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was 
issuing from below the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the 
temple faced east). The water was flowing down from below the south end 
of the threshold of the temple, south of the altar. 2 Then he brought me out 
by way of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate 
that faces toward the east; and behold, the water was trickling out on the 
south side.  

3 Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man measured a 
thousand cubits, and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-
deep. 4 Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it 
was knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the 
water, and it was waist-deep. 5 Again he measured a thousand, and it was a 
river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep 
enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed through.  



6 And he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he led me back 
to the bank of the river. 7 As I went back, I saw on the bank of the river very 
many trees on the one side and on the other. 8 And he said to me, “This 
water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, and 
enters the sea; when the water flows into the sea, the water will become 
fresh. 9 And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will 
live, and there will be very many fish.  

 

For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so 
everything will live where the river goes. 10 Fishermen will stand beside the 
sea. From Engedi to Eneglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its 
fish will be of very many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. 11 But its 
swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for 
salt. 12 And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds 
of trees for food.  

Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit 
every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their 
fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.” 13 Thus says the 
Lord God: “This is the boundary by which you shall divide the land for 
inheritance among the twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph shall have two 
portions. 14 And you shall divide equally what I swore to give to your 
fathers. This land shall fall to you as your inheritance.  

15 “This shall be the boundary of the land: On the north side, from the Great 
Sea by way of Hethlon to Lebo-hamath, and on to Zedad, 16 Berothah, 
Sibraim (which lies on the border between Damascus and Hamath), as far 
as Hazer-hatticon, which is on the border of Hauran. 17 So the boundary 
shall run from the sea to Hazar-enan, which is on the northern border of 
Damascus, with the border of Hamath to the north. This shall be the north 
side.  

18 “On the east side, the boundary shall run between Hauran and Damascus; 
along the Jordan between Gilead and the land of Israel; to the eastern sea 
and as far as Tamar. This shall be the east side. 19 “On the south side, it shall 
run from Tamar as far as the waters of Meribah-kadesh, from there 
along the Brook of Egypt to the Great Sea. This shall be the south side. 
20 “On the west side, the Great Sea shall be the boundary to a point opposite 
Lebo-hamath. This shall be the west side.  



21 “So you shall divide this land among you according to the tribes of 
Israel. 22 You shall allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the 
sojourners who reside among you and have had children among you. They 
shall be to you as native-born children of Israel. With you they shall be 
allotted an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. 23 In whatever tribe the 
sojourner resides, there you shall assign him his inheritance, declares the 
Lord God. 

Sermon                         Rev. Dr. Paul Sagan 
“The Vision of the River, the Temple, and the Land” 

 
Worship with Tithes & Offerings 
 
♱ Doxology                #572 (TH #735) 

“Gloria Patri” 
♱ Prayer of Dedication 
 
Closing Hymn                      #11B 

“The Lord Is My Refuge” 
♱  Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON OUTLINE 
Feb. 12, 2023 

10:30 a.m.  
 
 

Ezekiel 47:1-23 
“The Vision of the River, the Temple, and the Land” 

 
 
Introduction 

1. The Vision of the River (v.1-5) 

2. The Virtue of the River (v.6-12) 

3. The Vastness of the Border (v.13-21) 

4. The Value of the Inheritance (v.22-23) 

Conclusion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












